Eladio Banda Gutierrez, Rch. Joya de Calvillo, Abacolo, Guanajuato 
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ecerInterviewer, Louie Tagaban, El Centro, May 29, 1958 
Whenever an inspector would go to camp in Arizona they would serve good food. 


The 
food there is awful. ‘hat is why I left before contract was up. 
This man showed me his check stub so that I could see how much insugance he paid. The 
stub did not show ak thing except for total deductions. You can't tell what the deduction 


is for. 


C.Re: 
UTHOR: Pedro Madrid Estrada, Ave. Aquiles Cerdan #17 sur, Lerdo,Durango 
ITLE: 2=93 
SOURCLE: INTERVIEWER, Louie Tagaban, El Centro, June 3, 1958 


This man said that the area where he worked was mnrk a very bad place. The 
San Joaquin Islands, where the dirt stings your body no matter how many times you 
take a bathe . 

Also it xwam rains very much and it ruined many cropg,very little work. 

First 2 week pay period our check was very little, because they deducted 8 
hours for the learning period. They said the first 8 hrs. was only to show us how 
to work and we got no pays Most of the res of the money went to board. On this pay 
period I owed the Co. 66¢ (to be deducted from next pay period.) 

We also worked more than 12 hrs. daily and we only got paid for eight. When 
we claimed the rest, they told us no matter how many hrs. we worked we only got 
paid for ax regular 8 hr. daye (I never did find out what my regular pay was, did 
not know what deductions were for what.) : 

When the Ass'n. agent went out to camp we told him abovt this and that we did 
not want to sign the payroll until this was ocrrected. He told ms to sign and Tf 
told him that in Texas a Mex. Yonsul told me never to sign the payroll if it was 
short or else nothing could be done about it. He said I was wrong and to sign 
and. that he would fix ite I signed and that was the last I ever heard about ite 


Jesus Medina Paz, L 289849, Allende #3, Ciudad Hidalgo, Michoacan 


2=1)1 
Interviewer, Louie Tagaban, “1 Centro, June 26, 1958 


We also complained to him about our wages being short or else when all our hours were 
not paid and he would not do anything about it. In fact he once took money from me and he 
never returned it. ($3.80) He said he was going to check my wages. I never seen my money 
again. (This man's name is Robert, Mexican) The camp is Douglas Camp, belongs to Ass'n. 
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Compliance 


Marcelino Sifuentes Perez 
2-150 
Interview, 6/30/58 


our 
Before/contracts were over, the foreman told us that we would 
each have to pay ten cents to get onthe list mt for recontracting. 
After collecting our money, we heard no more about it, until we were 


sent back to the Reception Center to be repatriated. We were all made 
fools of. 


Carlos Barajas Razo, Rcho. Colorada Herrera, Penjamo, Guanajuato 
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source; Interviewer, Louie Tagaban. El Centro, July 8, 1958 


? 


57 Aug. 15 days } “io Hondo, Texas - pick cotton = 32 men. In 1957, at Rio Hondo, we ran 
out of work and they sent us back to Mexico 


Case Number: 1090 
Felix Topete Pena, Atingia, Jal. 
Willouby Ranch, Sept. 26, 1958 


"T came because my folks are very poor. It was my folks ambition 
that I could help them. I have still bought no clothes. I borrowed to send 
my folks money and now I can't pay them back. I borrowed $25..I have been 
here a month and all I have earned is $15. Work is bad, cotton is no good. 

We do not work full days. Instead of working wntil 5:00 we work until one 
or two. 

I don't even make enough to repay for the suffering, bad food. I do 
not know why they reduce 8 to 10 pounds each time I weigh sack. All that 
should be raken away is for sack. .We have been told that anybody that can't 
| make enough for board will be sent back to Mexic@," 
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Case Number: 1091 
Jose Trinidad Venegas Suarez, Tonulajuro, Jal. 
Grocery store, Sept. 26, 1958 


"We did not go to work today because it is just no use working. We 
do not make money any way. The place where we work is bad, dirty blankets, bad 
food. When weweigh.in the cotton, instead of only deducting lbs. for sack, 
they deduct 10 lbs. They cheat us." 
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#% Juan Gomez Vega, Pueblo San Jose del Ridrio, Nicolas Romero, Estado de Mexico 
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ce’Interviewer, Louie Tagaban, El Centro, June 6, 1958 

The food was very bad in Manteca. Colored water for coffee and very bad cereal in 
morningse Two sandwiches at noon; meatballs at night. I think that was the worst camp in 
the areae 

Very bad treatment. Boss, Carmelo Mejia, was very mean. Always bawling and cussing us 
oute Somehow they always got warned when an inspector was coming to camp and they would 
prepare good food and make things look good. Much diarrhea in camp. Due to bad food, 

I had never been in such a bad camp and I hope I never do again. 

I was in an accident, (work truck turned over), on Oct. 31, 1957 until Jan. 29, 1958. 
Gave me .85 per day. From that they would take 2.00 out per day. When I left for Mexico 
‘(consul ) they )told me I was supposed to get a check for my injury. So far I have gotten 
nothing. ~~ 
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